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I'hc aiders 1 Examine fhomas fo the interview wine I >ol place 

on February 19, 201 0, This amendment makes the substance of the interview of 
record in the ease. 

Claims 1 to 9 remain active in this application without amendment Claims L 
3 } 4 and 5 were rejected by the Examiner under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent Application Publication No, 2002/00391 in of 
Hashimoto (hereinafter Hashimoto) in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,327,051 of More et 
a!, (heremaftcr Mom) and further in v.cw of US. Application Publication No, 
j) )\ (Cwusof N tM-ax\aatal (heruu tu \i - v o U tans 2 anu m ^ ^ 
rejected by the Examiner under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hashimoto in view of Moro and Nagasawa as stated above and further in view of U.S. 
Paten. No 6N7i/732 of Seshimo et ai. {hereinafter Seshimo} and ir view of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,504,619 of Kageyama et ah (hereinafter Kageyama). Claim ? was 
rqected b\ the b\ammc r under 55 ! S < ' 103(j) as oentg a sputcntahL over 
Hashimoto in view of Moro, Sesbim< md Nagasawa as tated bove. Claims $ and 9 
were rejected by the Examiner under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hashimoi in vi \ if Moro, Seshimo and . Na ism j and further in vie^ >f( S 
Patent No, 5 o 2 > > k \ i i if (hereinaJ Kit n > io ol ti t e 
rejections is traversed. 

Duong the interview it was agreed that Hashimoto does not include a feature 
samba to she ^mn_ unit, and that the Nu^o a uneOv mi mtyb a tcatum 
similar to the setting unit, and that the Examiner would conduct an additional search 
o his dune If new references are identi fied, prosecution should be re-opened If 
new references of identified, the \ ;e hould be ( s < to i ut 

The present invention relates to a printer device. More particularly, the present 
une uk 1 1 J > pint \ iu. it di 1 1 1 u w \ 
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methods and a correspondh g storing medium storing a control program therefore 
The inventive pruuer. as claimed, comprises a numerous elements in 

1 ] ' I TL t w i.u I i > f > i 

er- ■> •:•■■>••■>.■;••. mciia-d- ms e-jeh error cate gory of predeiernrmed errors and, it ie error 
occurs, vdmh f ppoo f . _ „ . tcmery 

i 1 su K) the tlOJ „ >' ! i 1 ' 1 

happened Duong the interview, n was noted that. Figure 5 ot the application shows, 
tor exemplar) purposes, several categoric of errors. Further, it was noted that Figure 
2 of the application shows an input screen where the user can select what happens 
wh n different; rtegories ot en us art ncountered Foi exa npk i igure2 shows b\ 
example, that a user could select printing continues automatically when font selection 
errors are encountered, but priming does not continue automatically when sheet size 
mismatch errors are encountered it will be recognized by those of skill in the art that 
d^e number and types of categories of errors can vary, and that, the selections made by 
the user can vary and are determined by the user. Hence, with the invention, the user 
has the ability to select for categories of errors what action he or she wants the printer 
to perform (he or she is not required to make a selection for each and every type of 
error; rather, he or she is selecting from among categories that could include one or 
many types o f errors). In addition, he or she can choose to have the prints 
automatically print or not print depending on the category of error encountered. 

To support tins functionality, the printer composes in combination a print unit 
that performs a print operation to print images. The print uni t is arranged to print the 
images on an appropriate medium based on ooeratahle print data. The primer 
composes also an error detecting unit that detects predetermined errors dunng the 
print operation. A predetermined error occurs if the inputted print data are other than 
the operatahle print data. Further the printer composes a categorizing unit that 
eategori s the erected predetermined into one of a pnu a' K < _i en on.»i uoric-s 
based on the nature of the predetermined error. Each category includes a plurality of 
different predetermined errors. 

Furthermore, the inventive printer comprises a setting unit winch allows the 
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user to set error recovery methods for each of the plurality of error categories, The 
error recovery methods include (i) an automatic print continuation and (if) a recovery 
by user's operation. This setting (error recover)' method - error category) is stored in a 
memory as correspondence data indicating the setting. As noted during the interview, 
the ability to set operations for categories of prim errors as Is shown by example in 
Figures 2 and 3. and is discussed in the application at page 9, line 12 to page 1 1 , line 
SO (and elsewhere) distinguishes the claimed invention from all references of record. 

If a print error is detected by the error detecting unit, a method detecting unit 
detects the error recovery method selected by said user corresponding to the 
categorized error category with reference to the corresponding data stored in the 
memory. In other words, the error category of the detected print error is ascertained 
and, based on the ascertained error category, the error recovery method set by the user 
to the ascertained error category is detected by the method detecting unit. If the 
appropriate error recovery method is detected, an error recovery unit of the printer 
executes an error recovery procedure according to the error recovery method. 

Prior AM 

The Examiner refers primarily the Hashimoto reference, Hashimoto relates to 
a printing machine having a plurality of image formation units which function in a 
method of reporting an error m the printing operation. In paragraph [0008), 
Hashimoto discloses thai printing machines could classify print errors into printing 
operation halting errors and printing operation continuable errors. Further, Hashimoto 
discloses a pruning machine that performs print operations to print images on a 
printing sheet and an error detection unit which serves to detect an error occurring in 
the printing machine (see [(Mil 5] - [0021].). in paragraph [0019] ofWa&himoto states, 
that Hashimoto's printing machine comprises a storage device which stores an error 
<• 0 m W n hivhetfoi oecumng m fo -» u j i d ne cUi 0 e In 
errors are classided into at least one error with which the printing operation can he 
continued and at least one error with which the printing operation cannot be 
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continued. Furthermore, Hashimoto's priming device comprises a control unit which 
judges whether or not an occurred error is an error with which the priming operation 
can be continued or an error with which the printing operation cannot be continued 
(see paragraph [00211), However, Hashimoto does not disclose the setting unit of the 
present invention (or any comparable device or operation). 

The Examiner concludes erroneously that there is a getting unit in 
Hashimoto's printing machine. The setting unit of the present invention allows the 
' ' ' f 1 ? ' k„q vu, muh Jkio i 1 ^ > i ! . f p voo 

in contrast, Hashimoto' s printing machine distinguishes two error categories, errors 
with which die printing operation can be continued and errors wish which the printing 
operation cannot be continued (see paragraph [0071] cited by the Examiner). 
However, this classification does not mean or imply thai there is a setting unit, 
Hashimoto discloses even that an error is classified into one of the two classifications. 
I hi daemon » ho L u i yijringj mi I the a.wi In riiaq s u,towt to 
change the error recovery method setting is an important feature of the present 
nnmti n to sunpiifv the eno hendlm„ m p mm < p,s c o>- 1 i. < , 
* !| >< v ^f^'M s^^J njiiyi'osamiiii^mu^ ujIhmU uj 

N ' i * i e nake up for the deiicienc.it f Hashimoto, Na j 
relates to an image output device and method to print image data sent from multiple 
image data ynttu * { we pamgmph ^»t>>,j ft an e-or oieum, tlu. opemtiou us 
suspended until a recovery waiting period is elapsed. The recovery waiting period has 
the effect that the user can deal with the problem, without having to rush (see 
paragraph [0038]). Furthermore, the recovery waiting period can be changed by the 
use; to opumice the in ol thedvwees^c aho paragmpli "Omj) 

The Exarnmer erroneously concludes the changing of the recovery waiting 
period is akin on the concept of setting and updating recovery conditions. However, 
his opinion s inerrot the recovery waif lg period disclosed in iN gasawais ised 
when an error has occurred and the print operation cannot be continued, for example, 
d i paper m - o,<. tied h ilio«o hw oi s mil d w n tta n iuh <. nam 
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be continued. The recovery waiting period specifies how long the pant operation is 
suspended. Therefore, the recovery waiting period is used after the error recovery 
procedure is performed. To ch d vei , i J howe\ : does not 

change the recovers method cliusjk r, e . . v - itn_ , ^ m< not an error 
recove ry method or simjlargo iTiv 

in contrast to die Examiner's conclusion., u would not have been obvious for 
one of ord inary skill m the art to put forth a printer with an setting unit to change the 
error recosc <, m hod- 1 uoj t umic ! j ^ Vnh it rit nu ^ru \ _a i\\ \ 
hwio- ^ ! u, r v . ono L o\ t .: , < « d j\ b < 1 mi „ 'O - j 

use? Rathe) the f xamh u attempts to reeonsi ict d, Vppiu in 1 s< livened inven son 
baaed on an impermissible hindsight and, further, die reconstruction fails because 
rieuher reference provides the soning unit or shows or teaches setting the error reovery 
methods for each error category by the user. 

The additional references cited in the office action have not been relied on for 
this teaching, and, in fact, do not make up for this deficiency. Mom relates to a 
priming conuoi .uv i ,i ^ ind Method vhuh make u pos-h , < ^ mcwduesof 
functions possessed by a printing device, wherein pouting information for controlling 
the operation of the printing device is delivered to the printing device to control the 
1 1 i utdiKvio^ j Mi ( 

• " ill 'lod i .11, ,iSi\ 

In conclusion, uetSht r Hashimoto nor Na»ava^ a no \ I setose or 
Mlnxmse^^^ error recovery method 

.CPXejghjgtmr category. Hence, the present invention is patentable over 
iiashtm*rto.iiL>ie« o* N i \ i md Moro in .ccnrifonce »Uh 35 ! S( U)\a). 

Furthermore, none of the other references of record have been, relied on for 

u i. m i let do 

not show the features. Therefore, all chums in the application should be in condition 
for allowance for at least, the same reasons as stated above, 

h xsev ot the foiegoi ie u o rcspccm.fo ico en d 'hat j K a^plkauon be 
recmisideRxi that claims I to 9 be aliened, and that the appi at. >n be passed to 
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issue. 

Should the Examiner find the application to be other than in condition .for 
'> ^ ' ' i i 1 ic, it oo - <avd r the local tcq <an 

number listed below to discuss any other changes deemed necessary in a telephonic or 
p s m \ inter 

A provisional petition is hereby made for any extension of time necessary for 
i 0 i ^ 1 i n i p < Please charge an^ fo 

h provi nai petith i my t ciencies - 1 credit any overpayment o 
fees to Attorney's Deposit Account No. 50-2041. 

Respectfully sehnuoed. 

Michael E. VVluithara 
Reg. No, 32,635 
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